A CITY IS 
A CIVILIZATION 


Ac 


Such a civilization need not be ideal. A city can- 
not be pe erfect. Probably it will be a mature city. 


Necessar 


ity is a civilization. 


It is n ot sufficient for a city to provide services aioe 
count. Bus 


o gather into urban . But 


cities. 
T a EE 
t Athens stands for something beyond it- 
p w concept of excellence. Its 
iaee achievement in civic af- 
e ol Pi omans until today men 
have been aal in ser TA of this ancient 


s so much of the world for so lorga a time 
e ot be- 


it is the visual image of the Acropolis crowned by 
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mi 
in Mexico, and in n. pen 
PA and the Scandinavian countries, investigating the 


e Parthenon presiding in such majesty and serenity 
over sid city that makes its marks on the minds of 


jominant yet not dominating, Athena, the civic 
deity signified in the Parthenon, suffused the life 
Athens with a q 


Athel ae s the saree is perfection 
ang all "life is paea to it and d 
on is in the cultur 


ure. 
should be? 
ruled by the mind and noe It is 
i ed by 


ie ancient guss it shattered the civic institutions 


ich had bi 
E rist: anity destroyed - puns ens. Paul of Tarsu: 
his ames the Athen: a 
anner in which 
dette Indeed the journeys of Paul among the 


cient cities of the Mediterranean were directed to- 


civic eos was restored for a i 
cities which em western Europe ser ne ad. 
vent of Christianity. T! ityscape was a i- 
nated by the peen Aam of man’s pe a adik 

Cathedrals of Orvieto and of Chartres and of 
Canterbury, like the Parthenon, signify rule of 
eology in civic affairs. e social structi of t 


of religion. Religion wa: 


The spiritual is no longer sovereign in the 
scape. Nahen x the spiritual paramount in the Tik 
of the America 

s not a The tasl r f f religion i is to trans- 
fa this culture into a civiliza 

The logic of America is e tea The logic of 
the pre anda 18th century was the rural agrarian 
society E Th homas Jefferson. The logic oe victorian 

railroads, and mshi 
was Bir petits and Mancl es r. The ae 
ce ee was Pittsburgh 


gic ol 19th 


deem. Only r ets n can reg 
Wal and Saint Patrick’s Cathe dral set agai iost making them lace for spiritual growth. Business 
Rockefe ler E Plaža are parables of the ways of men in and industry ae rss a way to rep aed ue markat 
cities. It is desirable that these sacramentals of his ad But how is the altar restor aia a 
ligion should be the background against which he region—to ps new me Surel the same oe Wie 
lives and plays and works and thinks and prays day had a part in the format of the city must play 
day. their part in its transformation but the tasks 
We cea the perfection of Athens. We wonder different and make insistent demands upon corpora- 
t th 


he uni 

for the aR, of the New England village. Perhaps 

it is because the visual ae ene images of 

iada ordered by 

se signs of the pee The re is no such order in 
modern city. All coherence is gone. Relentless 


Change i a an a aioi law of this world. 
secular calen- 


principalities, states, and nations with a sacrifice of 
civic | ore 

Values un nderwent transformation in the midst of 
an industrial revolution which emphasized science 
and technology. 


HE INFLUENCE of religion in society changed as 
Te place of the Church receded in everyday af- 
The fac ctory and the skyscraper began to crowd and 
to tower over the Cathedral and ine Temple. 
hi i alties, in values, 
citysca 


me whose ae oint of convergence is the magnificent 
new city h: 


Urban life a represents a break with the past. 


today engages new forces 


American civilization during this last half of the - 
AD century shows a distinct break with the civiliza- 


moving into a new phase of civic culture. 


in the Southwest and dramatically 
nia. 


Nothing would be more parpena 
the total Teet nited oday a 
simple continuation of the miss of in years. 
New forces are giv ing s ee to the cities that are 

functions. ill have to 
be created to work with them. 

The logic of America is one vast city. How do we 


ee foe see in 


ae ues es spe of wbaniation, One way 
is to transfor r large urban s into a 
Fite ie civic je civilizations: mach aban region could 
OSSESS . How do civili- 
zation out of an a region? How eos we transform 
it from an urbs to a civitas? The 1 of America 
is the city but we ave good edie The rea- 
son ee n lif F is satisfactory is Ł iti 


incomplete. Urban centers are undefined. They have 
no iie hey leave life A frustrated and 
fragmenter 

he ancient city was completes It had a oes 
wholeness. It had a total set of institutions. It 

a simple city but it peed a total aes M 
life. 


HAT is a city? What makes for the difference b 
n urbs ane a een What distinguishes 
omeration and a true city’ 


It 
e a culture 
a civili: 
cisco is a civilization. Hartford is a 
h Ca 


tion. San Fran 
eellization: Charleston, a rolina, is a civiliza- 
tion, The ere are few true cities in the United States. 


But what is the measure? What makes for the total 
cules system that aate a city? Pausanias, a Grek 
e second century, A.D., and a comme! 

ies i; Mae described the Polis as 
a ERTE units a temple to the civic 
mnasium where the young men gathered 


an agora where civic aes 
an 


its are a cit 
te 


n indi- 


a diversifier pi Si 
ctrum. A city thinks aier 
a town hall worthy of it. A 
have a Tepe! which reflects its 
w puch as Mount Ver ela in Baltimore 
Mon mt Avenue in Rid sy ‘Virginia The 
carbo city will furnish FT "for gracious domestic 


Hyng: for to ne in the city means interior vip: 
A city sı usta ins a variety of vocations that enables 
every man to fu ‘fil ia aspirations. Apa tli city 
must ae ‘a place” for the cultivation of the mind 
and the spirit. 

City living has become a ritual. There are many 

men en & 
a highly 
gral society tends to treat men as E E 
pe 


Ma a part. He 
executive. Wher her he Ea in “Albuquerque, eas 
Angeles, or Pittsburgh, he plays tl the 


anner. Mi Tedem mobilit: ag: ira es a an eh 
ing. But there is danger in ues interchangeable- 
ss. The interchangeable m n becomes the stand- 
ardized man. The civic A RET to standardize. 
Cities ps to be intercha angeable, too. 
So needs a complete rationale of culture, 
fi i u 


suburb: 
e city is not a janele walked ty terror alihough 
cities have jungles. The city i ory for 
social research although much can me om 
ie filled 


T they 


with 


y 
it can be indifferent. The ci ty is not a place of de- 


not come from cities. Some are emigrants from town 
in- 


e is evil in the RA pa the city is not 
e the city. It will be just as 


er 
kerenny bad. mak 
mper! s men are es ee 


eed to be an 
approximate the ideal its 
complete to the extent a the city i 


does the downtown. Nor the suburbs. It is the 
fu ae that is important. It is the plex that 
the city performs that makes it a civilization. 

nar is the function of the city? It is through 
that the individual realizes his citizen: 


Zz 


shi 
mah to to T a cq omplete human bei ing. By means of 
the city a ity with 
other men. There is a division of e 
e city has a responsibility to be a cit SPs ople 
T a place a the responsibility to make n i 
ization. The creat) 
If it is inl te and yee it is generating or 
e a 


‘There is a law of obsolescence. Slums, disease, 


ey and Pipelines, have to go. They are symp- 
s of civic rali: P You redeem a city from 
Sa sins beatae e oÈ a nse pi humanity. 
Eve often ‘ocially necessary, func- 
tionally “dentale, pay possible and economi- 
f cities. 
\ the regeneration of cities for no other 
pur 


to make 


a „complete city there must be a 
Thete are two ways 

i seeing a city. Two ways of living in it. Two 

t. ous is the town- scale. He Te 

serve their 

other city-scale. The whole city needs one ae 

for situa growth that is commensurate with the 

ue ioe the 


t sl pid 


scales 
many parish 


re a place where the religious life which 
ieces, is 


IC] 
nified and brought 
n 


ua dg- 
nt over the city. It is prophetic as well as sacra- 
Panta 


Social welfare, recreation, episodic revivals are not 
enoug! e city needs “a meeting place” which 
provides for the sustained eaten of the spirit 

tecture of religion ld i te the 
visible arts and be both a t 


to the marketplace. Performance: action arts 
would, through radio and tel era reach int 

whole urban rej Sucl center help to 
restore a sense of community to the large city. Suc 
a center would be the focus of tl st for civi 
individuality. For it is in the realms of the spirit 
that our greatest differences appear. It is in thi 
reaches of the spirit that our edom li 


uch a center should reflect the “genius” of the city. 


ook at Manhat There 


attan. is the Rockefeller 
Plaza for business and 


industry, the Lincoln 

Square Center for the Performing Arts, the United 
world 

affairs, and the Columbia University-city for aca: 


demic activities. A c 
ive p 


to give proportion to the city. Like the Parthenon it 
would be the spiritual symbol of the city. As the 
Cathedral, it would e! mbody the aspirations of the 


perne. 


p! 
ark the cityscape. 
definition to the purpos 
e American city 


Architectural PIM gives 
ses of these “pla: 
is a place of ela and, par- 


ticularly, religious pluralis Pei Three 
Chapels of the n Catholic, Protestant, and Jew- 
ish traditions on tl al Brandeis University 


re an eae of what might be Ta ised. ie ona 
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and scale to dramatize the place of pcugion in the 
fife of our cities. 
Tr. 


Differentiation would be je 
‘aditions v paid be mtinued. But the acne 
center would large enough to have meanin; 
} l he c ity 


ill be again a center of religion but religion can be 
place in the city. Through such a 
the Bebri tradition and the Christian tra- 

restored to their paai in the life and 
thought of Ai people and made the essence of the 


oe 


religious center ey be he pase et y of 
ofa a city and its people. I 


igion.¢ once served a 
again set up thi 
a citys it restores the civic virtues to their proper 


t appears that inspired ideas and angehauseble 
human energy converge at times to pr 
nificent civic achievements. Atl inn | in tl 
tury, London in the time of Elizabeth 

in the 17th century, and Chicago in the Jate is h 
he 


cel p 
city then becomes the physical, the social ai ate th 
matter Fearne for the constructive activities of 
the ama the philosophers, the engin 
civic esmen. e, ive in an age ol 
C: 
mbus? A A A of Little Rock? 
A EATA of Omaha? 

What were the forces that enabled the pressor of 

several generations of liberation from 


edral 
town houses of the burghers in Ghent and Bruga 


theology and CARETO amily life. All had thet 
rigins in religion. cidental that the be; 
ings of Western ee aaan coincided witl ith 
a ASE age of the Church? Religion had a pre- 
mier place in the sorna nion of the city. Can religion 
transform it? Trai it? 
The city is its ja ople. 
The physical city is the outward form of its civil- 
ization. 
The city is the material manifestation of an 
gle bs tiene the soul of its people. It is @ re 
tal. 
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“Not houses finely roo: 
Or the stones of baie oki builded 
Nay, nor canals and dockyards make 
The City, but men able to use their 
Opportunity.” 
(Alcaeus) 
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